
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF SEWICKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
OCTOBER 21, 2013 

 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with President Robert Hague presiding and 
leading the Meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call showed the following members present: 
 

Susan Aleshire  William Cornman Thomas DeFazio  Charles Driscoll(7:38)
 Carole Ford   Robert Glenn       Jamie Morrill 

 
Mr. Ference was absent due to work. 
 

Also present were Mayor Brian Jeffe, Borough Solicitor Richard Tucker, and Borough 
Manager Kevin M. Flannery.   
 
There were 20 visitors.   
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
On motion of Mr. Glenn, seconded by Mrs. Ford, the Minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of September 16, 2013 were approved, 7-0, and the reading of same dispensed 
with as copies were provided to the Members of Council, Mayor and Solicitor.   
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Morrill, the Committee of the Whole Minutes 
for October 15, 2013 were approved, 7-0-1, with Mrs. Aleshire abstaining as she was not 
present for the meeting. 
 
Comments from the Council President, Members and Mayor: 
 
Mayor Brian Jeffe announced that the Halloween Parade will be held on Saturday, October 
26, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. and Halloween Trick or Treat will be on Thursday, October 31, 
2013 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Jeffe advised that the 6th Annual Pancake Breakfast for Police and Fire Departments 
will be held at Sewickley Academy on October 26 from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 
President Hague stated that an Executive Session was held at the conclusion of the 
Committee of the Whole meeting regarding contract update for municipal services with 
Glen Osborne and the Village Theater. 
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Statement of Citizens: 
 
Ms. Christy Semple of 310 Henry Avenue addressed Council regarding the recent approval 
of solar panels for 304 Henry Avenue.  She expressed her concerns on the approval 
process, the installation process and provided pictures from various locations around the 
subject property.  She stated that this has changed her view from her house.  Ms. Semple 
also questioned why Emery Street is not considered a street.  While it may not be visible 
from Little Street and Henry Avenue, it is visible from Emery Street.  She requested a re-
inspection of the installation.  She asked if guidelines can be established.  Borough 
Manager suggested that Council forward a letter to the Historic Review Commission to 
develop criteria specific to historic districts and the installation of solar panels and request 
that the Historic Review Commission invite both Ms. Semple and Mrs. Faulk to those 
meetings.  In addition, the recommendation asked the Historic Review Commission to 
forward the guidelines by the end of February, 2014.  Joan Miles, of 801 Hill Street, 
advised that the Planning Commission did develop guidelines for solar panels for use on 
residential properties.  Council was in agreement for the Borough Manager to forward a 
letter to the Historic Review Commission. 
 
Mr. Peter Floyd, of 337 Elwick Street, addressed Council regarding the on-going project 
by Columbia Gas and rehabilitation of the roads and sidewalks. Mr. Floyd addressed 
several areas he felt were not completed correctly.  Borough Manager advised that it is an 
on-going project and that he and the Borough Road Engineers, Lennon, Smith and 
Souleret, have meet with Columbia Gas to review the items to be corrected.  Borough 
Manager advised that Columbia Gas does have until the end of December to complete.  A 
report will be provided to Council at the next meeting. 
 
Mr. John Orndorff of the Sewickley Community Fund addressed Council requesting 
participation in a Bike Route Study in conjunction with Ohio River Trails.  He requested a 
financial donation as well as requesting that a presentation on the benefits of the bike route 
be placed on the Borough website.  Council indicated that the presentation can be placed 
on the website. 
 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Solicitor Tucker conducted a Public Hearing on the Subdivision Plan for the Water Works 
Plan of Lots, Block and Lot No. 421-D-113.  Donna McMullen administered the oath to all 
who were testifying.  The Borough Manager stated that the parcel was deeded to the 
Borough of Sewickley Water Authority for the construction of the new tank and the 
removal of the old reservoirs.   
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Now that the project has been completed the land can be subdivided with the Sewickley 
Water Authority retaining one parcel and the other reverting back to the Borough. 
 
Mr. Stephen Victor, a Landscape Architect at 533 Locust Place, spoke in favor of the 
subdivision. 
 
The Borough Manager presented a list of exhibits including the public notices, notice to 
affected property owners, letters to and from Allegheny County Economic Development. 
 
Solicitor Tucker closed the Public Hearing. 
 
On motion of Mrs. Aleshire, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, Council voted, 8-0, to accept the 
recommendation of the Borough of Sewickley Planning Commission and adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Resolution No. 2013-015 approving the Subdivision Plan for Water Works 
Plan of Lots, Block and Lot No. 421-D-113. 
 
Solicitor Tucker conducted a Public Hearing on the Unification Plan for the Green Street 
Plan of Lots, Block and Lot Nos. 421-A-139, 421-A-66, 508-N-18 and 508-N-20.  The 
Court Stenographer Donna McMullen administered the oaths to all who testified.   
 
The Borough Manager stated that the request was to join the recently purchased property at 
418 Walnut Street with the Green Street Parking Lot and the two properties which provide 
the ingress and egress to the Green Street Parking Lot.  This will make the property one 
parcel for parking.   
 
Mr. Peter Floyd of 337 Elwick Street, stated that he was not opposed to the consolidation 
of lots.  However, if a garage was going to be built, he wanted it to be built by a Parking 
Authority. 
 
The Borough Manager presented a list of exhibits including the public notices, notice to 
affected property owners, and letters to and from Allegheny County Economic 
Development. 
 
Solicitor Tucker closed the Public Hearing. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Morrill, Council voted, 8-0, to accept the 
recommendation of the Borough of Sewickley Planning Commission and adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Resolution No. 2013-016 approving the Green Street Consolidation of Lots 
for Block and Lot Nos. 421-A-139, 421-A-66, 508-N-18 and 508-N-20. 
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Solicitor Tucker conducted a Public Hearing on the Zoning Map Amendment for Block 
and Lot No. 421-A-139.  The Court Stenographer, Donna McMullen, administered the 
oaths to all who testified.   
 
The Borough Manager stated that with adoption of Borough of Sewickley Resolution No. 
2013-016, the Green Street Plan of Lots have been combined.  Three lots are in the Village 
Overlay and one lot is in the Commercial 1 designation.  The purpose of the Public 
Hearing was to place the new lot in the Village Overlay district. 
 
Ms. Joan Miles, of 801 Hill Street, spoke in favor of the zoning designation and that with 
the property being the Village Overlay, the Design Standards will assist in developing a 
theater that will be a catalyst for future development on Walnut Street. 
 
The Borough Manager presented a list of exhibits including the public notices, notice to 
affected property owners, and letters to and from Allegheny County Economic 
Development.  In addition, because of the rezoning request, the property was posted from 
all public sides. 
 
Solicitor Tucker closed the Public Hearing. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, Council voted, 8-0, to accept the 
recommendation of the Borough of Sewickley Planning Commission and adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Ordinance No. 1314, amending the Borough of Sewickley Zoning Map to 
include Block and Lot No. 421-A-139 in the Village Overlay District. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Morrill, Council voted, 8-0, to adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Ordinance No. 1313 establishing the Borough of Sewickley Civil Service 
Commission Rules and Regulations.  President Hague thanked the Civil Service 
Commission members and the Borough Manager and Solicitor Tucker for keeping the 
Borough current with the newly enacted legislation. 
 
 
Approval of Accounts: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Cornman, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the 
General Fund account payables for the month of October 2013, as presented. 
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On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the 
Sewer Fund account payables for the month of October 2013, as presented. 
 
The September 2013 General Fund and Sewer Fund Budget reports were received and 
filed. 
 
The September 2013 Fund Statement report was received and filed. 
 
The September 2013 Profit and Loss Summary was received and filed. 
 
The Labor and Vendor Report was received and filed. 
 
The Legal Expenses Review for September 2013 was received and filed. 
 
 
Department and Commission Reports: 
 
The following reports and minutes were received and ordered filed: 
 
  Police Report for Council, September 2013 
  Cochran Hose Report, September 2013 
  Planning Commission Minutes, October 2, 2013 
  Tree Commission Minutes of October 14, 2013 
 

 
Borough Manager: 
 
The Borough Manager advised that the 2014 Budget Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
October 12, 2013 beginning at 7:00 a.m. and concluding around noon.  At the meeting 
Council may tentatively adopt the budget with a final vote on Monday, November 18, 
2013.  The millage for 2014 was recommended to be reduced from 6.5 mills to 5.95 mills. 
 
The Borough Manager advised that the 2013 Road Project was complete except for the 
curb to curb repair on Beaver Street which schedule for the last week of October. 
 
The Borough Manager reviewed a letter to employees on the 2013 holiday observances for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years. 
 
Council reviewed list of Board and Commission appointments that are up at the end of the 
year.  As is past practice, a letter has been sent to all appointees requesting if they wish to 
be reappointed and a public advertisement will be placed in the Sewickley Herald.  
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Borough Manager reviewed the Real Estate Tax Refund Escrow Account for September 
indicating that there are approximately 20 appeals to be decided.  There are also five new 
appeals received so far in October that need to be included.  The 2014 Proposed Budget 
will utilize $180,000 from the Real Estate Tax Escrow Refund Account to reduce the 
millage for 2014. 
 
Council reviewed the fuel prices for the month of September. 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the Earned Income Tax Report and the ANTCC Collection 
Report. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Morrill, Council voted, 7-1, with Mr. Glenn 
voting no, to accept and order received and filed the Cochran Hose Company Relief 
Association Compliance Audit Report for the period January 1, 2010 to December 31, 
2011. 
 
Council reviewed the Guyasuta Investment Advisors Quarterly Report, dated October 8, 
2013, for the Borough of Sewickley Pension Funds. 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the Parking Needs and Financial Analysis Proposals regarding 
a proposed parking facility in the Business District.  The proposals were received from 
Kimley-Horn Associates, Inc. from Chicago and from Trans Associates of Pittsburgh.  On 
motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 6-2, with Mr. Glenn and 
Mr. Cornman voting no, to accept the Kimley-Horn Associates, Inc. proposal in the 
amount of $23,800 with all expenses capped at $1,900. 
 
Borough Manager reviewed memo on the Waste Management Contract which is entering 
the third year of a five year agreement. 
 
       

   2014   2015 2016 
Quarterly $49.80 $51.30 $52.86 
Annually $199.20 $205.20 $211.44 

 
 
The Borough Manager's Report was received and filed. 
 
 
Solicitor's Report: 
 
Solicitor Tucker reviewed Briefs regarding Michael M. Lyons v Zoning Hearing Board of 
Sewickley, No. SA-13-414. 
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Solicitor Tucker reviewed Opinion and Order of Court in the AVK Enterprises, LTD v. 
Borough of Sewickley and Sewickley Borough Council, No. S.A. 13-000379. 
 
Solicitor Tucker reviewed Real Estate Tax Assessment Appeals. 
 
The Solicitor’s Report was received and filed. 
 
 
Tax Collector's Report: 
 
On motion of Mr. Glenn, seconded by Mr. Morrill, Council voted, 8-0, to accept and order 
received and filed the tax collector's report and exonerations for the Month of September 
2013. 
 
Council went into Executive Session at 9:40 p.m. for an update on the Village Theater.  
The Executive Session concluded at 10:15 p.m. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll the meeting was adjourned at 10:17 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________   ___________________________ 
KEVIN M. FLANNERY           ROBERT HAGUE 
Borough Manager and Secretary         President of Council 


