
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF SEWICKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
JUNE 16, 2014 

 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with President Susan Aleshire presiding and 
leading the Meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call showed the following members present: 
 

 William Cornman Charles Driscoll  Thomas DeFazio  Carole Ford  
 Stanley Ference  James Morrill   Todd Renner    Larry Rice 

 
 
Also present were Mayor Brian Jeffe, Borough Solicitor Richard Tucker, and Borough 
Manager Kevin M. Flannery.   
 
President Aleshire asked for a Moment of Silence for two former employees who passed 
away recently: Carol J. Ruetschi, who was a dispatcher from June 1991 to January 1999 
and William Brent Jones, who worked in Public Works and as Janitor from March 1993 
through January 2001 and was a member of the Cochran Hose Company. 
 
There were 19 visitors.   
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, the Minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of May 19, 2014 were approved and the reading of same dispensed with as copies 
were provided to the Members of Council, Mayor and Solicitor.  The vote was 8-0-1, with 
Mr. Ference absent due to attending his son’s WPIAL Championship Lacrosse game. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mrs. Ford, the Committee of the Whole Minutes 
for June 10, 2014 were approved 8-0-1, with Mr. Morrill abstaining as he did not attend the 
meeting due to work. 
 
 
Comments from the Council President, Members and Mayor: 
 
Mayor Jeffe thanked the Borough Police, Fire, Public Works and Staff employees for their 
assistance with the four day Memorial Day Events. 
 



SEWICKLEY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JUNE 16, 2014 
PAGE TWO 
 
 
Council President Aleshire reviewed the Council Goals and asked if all members will wear 
business casual dress, at a minimum, for all meetings. 
 
Council President Aleshire advised that there is Paper Shredding Event at Robert Morris 
University in Moon on Saturday, June 21 sponsored by State Senator Matt Smith and 
Representative Mark Mustio. 
 
 
Statement of Citizens: 
 
Borough Manager presented information from 1959 Council Minutes that the fire horn was 
purchased by the Borough and then given to the Cochran Hose Company. 
 
Cara Flati, of 201 Grant Street, a signer of the Fire Horn petition asked if there could be a 
middle ground so that the fire horn is not used during the night time. 
 
Attorney John Kamin, owner of 501 Beaver Road, addressed Council regarding the use of 
the old Mellon Bank.  With the recent fire at the Howard Hanna Real Estate Office, it is 
very clear that it will be several months before the property will be useable.  Attorney 
Kamin stated the old bank offices are ready to be used by Howard Hanna.  As a land use 
attorney, Mr. Kamin stated that he can defend the use of the building by Howard Hanna 
before the Zoning Hearing Board and in Court. 
 
Mr. Hoddy Hanna, CEO of Howard Hanna Real Estate Services, addressed Council that 
Howard Hanna Real Estate has been located in Sewickley for 40 years.  There are 20 
agents at the company, who live in the Borough of Sewickley.  Having a temporary office 
in the old Mellon Bank Building will allow the business to continue in Sewickley.  
 
Kathy Barge of Centennial Avenue and an agent with Howard Hanna asked Council to 
help the real estate agency stay in Sewickley. Council asked Borough Manager to work 
with all parties to find an amicable solution for everyone. 
 
Council reviewed request from Alexis Communale, of the Jewel Thief, that 23 businesses 
wanted to hold Night Market on the last Friday evenings in June, July, August and 
September.  On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 9-0, to 
approve request conditioned on notification to all businesses, especially on Beaver Street 
and a Certificate of Insurance from the sponsors and any other food or beverage vendor. 
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Unfinished Business: 
 
Mr. Driscoll left dais at 8:42 p.m. because Council was going to take action on the First 
National Bank Pension Manager proposal and Mr. Driscoll is an employee of First 
National Bank.   On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Renner, Council voted, 7-1, 
with Mr. Ference voting no, to appoint First National Bank as Pension Manager and 
Custodian of the Borough of Sewickley Employee Association Pension Plan and the 
Borough of Sewickley Police Pension Plan. 
 
Council President Aleshire thanked the Committee of Mr. DeFazio, Mr. Renner and Mr. 
Rice and Staff for their work on this project. 
 
Mr. Driscoll returned to the dais at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Council discussed the Ferry Street Traffic Condition Report.  Mr. Poppenberg, of 232 
Grant Street, asked Council to table any action in order that more residents of Ferry Street 
can be made aware of the proposed changes.  On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. 
Renner, Council voted, 9-0, to table the matter to the next monthly meeting, which is July 
21, 2014. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Morrill, Council voted, 9-0, to adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Resolution No. 2014-007 granting an extension of Borough of Sewickley 
Resolution 2013-006 which granted a Conditional Use and Land Development for a 30,000 
square foot, 3 story office-building on Block and Lot Numbers 421-A-130 and 421-A-125. 
 
 
Approval of Accounts: 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Morrill, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
General Fund account payables for the month of June 2014, as presented. 
 
On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. Ference, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
Sewer Fund account payables for the month of June 2014, as presented. 
 
The May 2014 General Fund and Sewer Fund Budget reports were received and filed. 
 
The May 2014 Statement of All Funds report was received and filed. 
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The May 2014 Profit and Loss Summary report was received and filed. 
 
The May 2014 Legal Expense Report was received and filed. 
 
The Labor and Vendor report was received and filed. 
 
 
Department and Commission Reports: 
 
The following reports and minutes were received and ordered filed: 
 
  Police Report for Council, May 2014 
  Cochran Hose Report, May 2014 
  Planning Commission Minutes were not available.  Council President Aleshire asked 
   Mr. Morrill, Council Representative to the Planning Commission to speak with  
   Planning Commission Chairman and Secretary. 
  Tree Commission Minutes, June 9, 2014 
   
 
Borough Manager: 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the 2014 Road Project on Ferry Street.  S&E Utility requested 
an extension of 20 days due to rainy weather.  Council granted the extension.  All pipe 
work and sidewalk work to be completed by July 11, with milling and paving to follow.  
Expected completion date is July 25, 2014. 
 
Council reviewed the fuel prices for May 2014. 
 
Council reviewed the Earned Income Tax Collection Reports and Update as of May 31, 
2014. 
 
Borough Manager advised that the Borough did receive $1,434.07 in a Short Term 
Disability Dividend. 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the 2014 Bond Closing documents and transfer of funds. 
 
Borough Manager advised that a Tap in Fee was received from a property owner in Aleppo 
Township who plans to build a new single family home. 
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Borough Manager advised that there are two Public Hearings for July 21 Council meeting; 
first from the Sewickley Valley YMCA for a Subdivision and Zoning Map Amendment 
and the second, from Mr. and Mrs. James Rock, for a Subdivision and Zoning Map 
Amendment.  Planning Commission Hearing is Wednesday, July 9, 2014. 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 9-0, to accept and order 
received and filed the Pennsylvania Auditor General Liquid Fuels Fund Examination 
Report for 2012. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 9-0, to approve Senior 
Citizen Real Estate Tax Relief for Mrs. Merriman and Mrs. Coronado. 
 
The Borough Manager's Report was received and filed. 
 
 
Solicitor's Report: 
 
Solicitor Tucker provided update on AVK Enterprises, Ltd. V. Borough of Sewickley, et al 
and Michael M. Lyons v Zoning Hearing Board of Sewickley No. S. A. 13-414. 
 
Solicitor Tucker reviewed Tap in Fee Ordinance scheduled for adoption on July 21, 2014. 
 
The Solicitor’s Report was received and filed. 
 
 
Tax Collector's Report: 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mrs. Ford, Council voted, 9-0, to accept and order 
received and filed the tax collector's report and exonerations for the Month of May 2014. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, the meeting adjourned at 9:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________   ___________________________ 
KEVIN M. FLANNERY           SUSAN ALESHIRE 
Borough Manager and Secretary         President of Council 


