
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF SEWICKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
MARCH 17, 2014 

 
 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with President Susan Aleshire presiding and 
leading the Meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call showed the following members present: 
 

William Cornman Thomas DeFazio        Jamie Morrill       Charles Driscoll  
 Carole Ford   Stanley Ference (7:44p.m.)  Todd Renner      Larry Rice   

 
Also present were Mayor Brian Jeffe, Borough Solicitor Richard Tucker and Borough 
Manager Kevin M. Flannery.   
 
There were 12 visitors.   
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, the Minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of February 17, 2014 were approved, 8-0, and the reading of same dispensed with 
as copies were provided to the Members of Council, Mayor and Solicitor.  
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, the Committee of the Whole 
Minutes for March 11, 2014 were approved, 8-0. 
 
 
Comments from the Council President, Members and Mayor: 
 
Mayor Jeffe advised that the Spring Gallery walk would be April 6 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.  The Child Health Association House Tour is on May 2 and 3, 2014.  Annual May 
Mart is Saturday, May 10, 2014 and Sewickley Unleashed is May 17, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.   
 
Mayor Jeffe reviewed the K-9 Officer Reports. 
 
President Aleshire stated that an Executive Session was held at the conclusion of the 
March 11, 2014 Committee of the Whole Meeting regarding the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Contract. 
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President Aleshire stated that an Informational Meeting for the 2014 Columbia Gas Line 
Replacement Project is Thursday, March 27, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.  The 
project area covers from Ferry Street and Chadwick Streets to Dippold Street and from 
Route 65 to the Ohio River. 
 
Statement of Citizens: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mrs. Ford, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the 
request of Wilson Dang to use the Chadwick Street Tennis Courts. 
 
On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 8-0, to accept proposal 
from Trans Associates to prepare Traffic Study Report for a one way traffic designation for 
Ferry Street 
 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
A Public Hearing was conducted by Solicitor Richard Tucker regarding dangerous 
building at 923 Dickson Road.  Borough of Sewickley staff is recommending demolition 
of the house at the address. Court Stenographer McMullen administered the oath to all who 
were providing testimony.  
 
Mr. Percy Hogan, one of the owners of the house, addressed Council stating that the house 
was purchased by his wife as part of the family owning property on Dickson Road. Ms. 
Nancy Watts, Code Enforcement Official, testified that the building is unsafe with roof 
sagging, the walls listing and the foundation not supporting the walls.  Mr. Hogan did 
agree that the property probably should be torn down but his wife, Dr. Gloria Coates, was 
recuperating in Arizona and was unable to attend tonight.  She requested a postponement 
until May of this year. 
 
Borough Manager provided testimony that a Public Hearing was held on the same issue in 
1995 with Borough Council granting a stay for the renovation of the house.  There has 
been no submission of building permits since then.  Borough Manager advised that the 
demolition of the building did qualify for a demolition grant from the Quaker Valley 
Council of Governments.  There would be no outlay of costs by Mr. and Mrs. Hogan but 
there would be a lien in the amount of the demolition placed on the property by Allegheny 
County. 
 
Mr. Hogan indicated that he was receptive to that as long as he did not have to pay out any 
money at this time.  He stated further that he would have to confer with his wife.  Borough  
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Manager suggested that Mr. Hogan meet with him and a letter will be prepared stating that 
the demolition was part of a grant.  Mr. Hogan stated he would meet with the Borough 
Manager.  Mr. Hogan also asked if Dr. Coates could participate by phone on April 15 and 
Council was in agreement that she could. 
 
Solicitor Tucker closed the Public Hearing. On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. 
Morrill, Council voted, 8-1, with Mr. Renner voting no, to grant a continuance of the 
Public Hearing to the April 15 Committee of the Whole meeting.  Council was also in 
agreement that if Mr. Hogan and Dr. Coates did execute an acknowledgment for the 
demolition of the house, the continuance would not be necessary. 
 
Kim Turnley, of Mark Turnley, CPA, the Borough Auditors, was in attendance to review 
the 2013 Borough of Sewickley Audit draft.  The 2013 Audit showed an increase of 
$232,767 in reserves for the Borough.  Mrs. Turnley stated that the Borough was compliant 
with GAAP and GASB requirements.  The DCED Audit forms will be submitted to the 
state by April 1. 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 9-0, to adopt  
Borough of Sewickley Resolution No. 2014-002 establishing a Residential Handicapped 
Parking space at 530 Centennial Avenue. 
 
 
Approval of Accounts: 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
General Fund account payables for the month of March 2014, as presented. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
Sewer Fund account payables for the month of March 2014, as presented. 
 
The February 2014 General Fund and Sewer Fund Budget reports were received and filed. 
 
The February 2014 Fund Statement report was received and filed. 
 
The February 2014 Labor and Vendor report was received and filed. 
 
Council reviewed the monthly Legal Expense Report. 
 
 
Department and Commission Reports: 
 
The following reports and minutes were received and ordered filed: 
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  Police Report for Council, February 2014 
  Cochran Hose Report, February 2014 
  Planning Commission Minutes, March 5, 2014 

Mr. Morrill, Council Representative to the Planning Commission reviewed the 
question of Solar Panel Ordinance as discussed in the Minutes.  Several members 
of Council preferred that the Historic Review Commission, and not the Planning 
Commission, prepare the Ordinance and that it apply only to the Historic District 
properties and evaluate all permits for solar panels for a two year period.  On 
motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Ference, Council voted, 9-0, to have the 
Historic Review Commission prepare a recommendation for an Ordinance. 

 
  Tree Commission Minutes, March 10, 2014 

On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mrs. Ford, Council voted, 9-0, to ratify    
Tree Commission bid acceptance of Contract No. 2014-TC-001 for 2014, the 
Borough Tree Pruning Project to Carl’s Tree Service in the amount of $16,290. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, Council voted, 9-0, to 
ratify Tree Commission bid acceptance of Contract No. 2014-TC-002 for 2014, 
the Borough Tree Removal Project to Adler Tree Service in the amount of $6,375. 
 
Council reviewed the 2014 Spring Planting List. 

 
    
Borough Manager: 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the 2014 Road Project for Ferry Street.  E and S Utility, Inc. 
has begun the water line replacement and then will proceed with the storm sewer work. 
 
The Borough Manager advised that the Spring Leaf Pick Up will be from March 24 
through April 11, 2014. 
 
Council reviewed Dickson Road Monitoring Report indicating there was about .04 feet 
horizontal movement.  Council asked for a written comment by the Engineer since it has 
been 12 months of monitoring. 
 
Council reviewed the Allegheny North Tax Collection Committee February Report for 
Sewickley. 
 
Council reviewed fuel prices for February 2014 
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Council reviewed the following reports: 
  Auditor General Form AG-385 
  2013 Act 205 Actuarial Valuation Report 
 
Borough Manager provided an update on the Vendors signing up for electronic fund 
payments. 
 
Council reviewed Public Notice from Storm Environmental, Inc. regarding Ohio River. 
 
On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 9-0, to authorize the 
Borough Manager and the Borough Solicitor to prepare the initial Sewer Services 
Agreement with the Borough of Haysville. 
 
On motion of Mr. Rice, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 9-0, to accept Bond 
Reduction No. 5, Final, for the Village at Sweetwater in the amount of $114,503. 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 9-0, to approve a 
comment letter to Sewickley Heights regarding a 2014 Draft Amendment to the 2009 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The Borough Manager’s Report was received and filed. 
 
 
Solicitor's Report: 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. Renner, Council voted, 9-0, to adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Ordinance No. 1316 approving and ratifying the terms and conditions of a 
Police Agreement with the Borough of Glen Osborne. 
 
Council reviewed the proposed Village Theater Lease Agreement.  A meeting will be 
schedule with the Village Theater Committee to review Hoey’s Run issue. 
 
Council reviewed Mary Ann DeGuilio v. Equity Trust Company Custodian FBO Walter E. 
Gregg, IRA and the Borough of Sewickley. 
 
The Solicitor’s Report was received and filed. 
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Tax Collector's Report: 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mrs. Ford, Council voted, 9-0, to accept and order 
received and filed the tax collector's report and exonerations for the Month of February 
2014. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________________   ___________________________ 
KEVIN M. FLANNERY           SUSAN ALESHIRE 
Borough Manager and Secretary         President of Council 


