
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF SEWICKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 

 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with President Susan Aleshire presiding and 
leading the Meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call showed the following members present: 
 
 William Cornman  Thomas DeFazio Charles Driscoll 
 Stanley Ference  Carole Ford James Morrill   
 Todd Renner Larry Rice   
         
Also present were Mayor Brian Jeffe, Borough Solicitor Richard Tucker, and 
Administrative Assistant Patty Flaherty.   
 
There were 13 visitors. 
  
Council President Susan Aleshire announced that Borough Manager Kevin M. Flannery 
was not in attendance because he was at an ICMA Conference. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, the Minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of August 18, 2014 were approved and the reading of same dispensed with as 
copies were provided to the Members of Council, Mayor and Solicitor.  The vote was 8-0, 
with Mr. Driscoll not on the dais. 
 
On motion of Mr. Morrill, seconded by Mr. Ference, the Committee of the Whole Minutes 
for September 9, 2014 were approved, 9-0. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT, MEMBERS AND MAYOR 
 
Mayor Brian Jeffe gave kudos to all involved with the Gallery Walk on Friday, September 
12th and Saturday, September 13th, indicating it was a wonderful event. 
 
Mayor Jeffe expressed his appreciation to the Sewickley Police Department, Fire 
Department and Borough Staff for their assistance with the Sewickley Harvest Festival on 
September 6th. 
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COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT, MEMBERS AND MAYOR (CONTINUED) 
 
Mayor Jeffe announced that the HVHS Sewickley 5K Heart and Sole Run/Walk will take 
place on Saturday, September 20th, beginning at War Memorial Park. 
 
Mayor Jeffe indicated that the Sewickley Oktoberfest, sponsored by Village Green 
Partners, will take place on Friday, October 3rd and Saturday, October 4th, in the Division 
Street Parking Lot. 
 
Mayor Jeffe stated that the Halloween Parade, sponsored by the Quaker Valley Rotary and 
the Borough of Sewickley, will be held on Saturday, October 25th, at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Mayor Jeffe announced that Halloween Trick or Treating in Sewickley will be on Friday, 
October 31st, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
Council President Susan Aleshire announced that an Executive Session was held at the 
conclusion of the September 9, 2014 Committee of the Whole Meeting regarding Cochran 
Hose Contract Negotiations.  
 
Council President Susan Aleshire indicated that the Quaker Valley COG Recycling Day 
will be on Saturday, November 1, 2014, hosted by the Borough of Sewickley.  Mrs. 
Aleshire announced that shredding will be available at this event. 
 
  
STATEMENT OF CITIZENS 
 
Larry Oswald, of 521 Hill Street, addressed Council regarding a Notice of Violation he 
received because of overgrowth of vegetation in his yard.  Mr. Oswald apologized to 
Council for being remiss with eliminating the vegetation on his sidewalk, but indicated that 
he is trying to grow a meadow in his yard.  He is concerned with pollution issues and 
trying to make oxygen.  He questioned the Sewickley Borough Ordinance and suggested 
modifying the ordinance for residents who want to provide oxygen, indicating that he has 
great plans for his meadow, naming the variety of plants he is trying to grow. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer Nancy Watts indicated that she has received numerous 
complaints from his neighbors.  She indicated that his grass and weeds are overgrown and 
that his yard violates the Sewickley Borough Ordinance. 
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STATEMENT OF CITIZENS (CONTINUED) 
 
Council President Aleshire recommended that this issue should go to the District 
Magistrate since the overgrowth on his property does not conform to the Sewickley 
Borough Ordinance. Mrs. Ford indicated that she had not seen the vegetation in his yard, 
but asked if the vegetation is planted in an organized way.  Mr. Oswald stated that his 
meadow is in progress and asked for additional time.  He indicated that Council should be 
visionaries and that the Sewickley Borough Ordinance was antiquated. Mrs. Aleshire 
stated that Mrs. Watts should look at his property again, and if it does not comply with the 
ordinance, to proceed to file at the Magistrate’s office.  Mr. Oswald thanked Council for 
listening. 
 
Mr. Robert Garlitz, of 546 Hill Street, stated that he lives across the street from Mr. 
Oswald and that he has been a resident of Sewickley since 1972.  He stated that Mr. 
Oswald’s lot is disgusting and deplorable, and that he needs to be fined.  He indicated that 
the Borough needs to lower the hammer, and that Sewickley residents should not have to 
put up with this situation. 
 
On motion of Mr. Cornman, seconded by Mr. Morrill, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
request of the Sewickley Methodist Church to have parking meters covered on Broad 
Street, after 4:00 p.m., on Friday, September 27th, for the delivery of pumpkins, and to 
cover the first 3 meters for the entire month of October for pumpkin loading. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
request of John Dunn to have Centennial Street closed between Straight Street and Nevin 
Avenue, on Sunday, October 5th, from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., for the 10th Annual 
Centennial Street Celebration and Chili Cook. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Solicitor Tucker announced that there would be 3 public hearings at the Council Meeting 
this evening and that 1 public hearing would be continued. 
 
Solicitor Tucker conducted a Public Hearing on the Subdivision-Unification Plan for 424 
Frederick Avenue, the Laughlin Center, for Block and Lot Nos. 506-D-372 and 506-H-60, 
to be combined into a single Institutional Parcel.  The Court Stenographer Donna 
McMullen administered the oath to all who were testifying.   
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
 
Doug Florey, Executive Director of the Laughlin Center, and Gretchen Bartlett, Architect 
for the project, spoke in favor of the plan, indicating that the Subdivision-Unification Plan 
was needed in order to consolidate the property.  Solicitor Tucker presented a list of 
exhibits, with Mrs. Watts indicating that she would like the documents marked “Exhibit 
A”.  Mrs. Watts indicated that this plan was necessary to consolidate the property and that 
it was good for the Borough. 
 
Solicitor Tucker closed the Public Hearing. 
 
On motion of Todd Renner, seconded by Carole Ford, Council voted, 9-0, to accept the 
recommendation of the Borough of Sewickley Planning Commission, and adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Resolution No. 2014-011, approving the Laughlin Center Subdivision-
Unification Plan for Block and Lot Nos. 506-D-372 and 506-H-60, to be combined into a 
single Institutional Parcel. 
 
Solicitor Tucker announced that the Public Hearing originally scheduled for this evening 
for the Subdivision Plan for Mendicino, Turk and Murray Plan of Lots would be a 
continued until Monday, October 20, 2014. 
 
Solicitor Tucker conducted a Public Hearing on the Subdivision-Unification Plan for the 
Nevin Plan of Lots, 620 Cochran Street.  The Court Stenographer Donna McMullen 
administered the oath to all who were testifying. 
 
Robert Garlitz, Professional Surveyor, with his office located at 935 Beaver Grade Road in 
Moon Township, indicated that the combined lots are in a steep slope zone, and Mrs. 
Nevin, the owner of the property, believed that it was best to combine the properties, and 
was asking Council for approval.  Council Member Jamie Morrill asked if either of the lots 
were not in the steep slope zone, with Mr. Garlitz indicating that the house and 90% of the 
lot is in the steep slope zone, and that it would be better to sell as 1 lot.  Solicitor Tucker 
presented a list of exhibits, with Mrs. Watts indicating that she would like the documents 
marked “Exhibit A”.  Ms. Watts indicated that it is better to combine the lots, and that it is 
good for the Borough. 
 
Solicitor Tucker closed the Public Hearing. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
 
On motion of Jamie Morrill, seconded by Todd Renner, Council voted, 9-0, to accept the 
recommendation of the Borough of Sewickley Planning Commission, and adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Resolution No. 2014-012, approving the Nevin Plan of Lots Subdivision-
Unification Plan for Block and Lot Nos. 421-G-46, 421-G-50 and 421-G-50-01, to be 
combined into a single family residential parcel. 
 
Solicitor Tucker conducted a Public Hearing on One Village Square, LLC Subdivision and 
Land Development, 417 Walnut Street.  The Court Stenographer Donna McMullen 
administered the oath to all who were testifying.  Peter Friday, Principal of Forbes Trail 
Development, stated that he was at the Public Hearing representing One Village Square, 
LLC, indicating that he is developing a mixed use office with retail cafe´/coffee shop.  He 
indicated that the plan was presented to the Planning Commission, and was approved with 
no opposition. 
 
Mr. Friday showed a rendering of the plan, indicating that the architect is proposing mixed 
materials with a modern flair.  He stated that he would like to begin by late October. 
 
Mr. Renner asked the anticipated date of completion, with Mr. Friday indicating that it 
should be an eight to ten month project, weather dependent.  Mrs. Ford asked what type of 
material will be used on the exterior white, flat surface, with Mr. Friday responding that 
the material may be fire cement or laminated panel.  Mr. Cornman asked Mr. Friday to 
address the parking plan.  Mr. Friday stated that Environmental Planning & Design 
provided them with a plan, indicating that they will provide leases for parking spaces, 
which meets the letter of the law. 
 
Joe Zemba, President of Elmridge, LLC, with properties located at 327 Thorn Street and 
333 Thorn Street, favors the plan, stating that it minimally impacts the surrounding area.  
Mr. Friday indicated that there will be a walkway, going from Walnut Street, where the 
public can get to Mr. Zemba’s properties.  He is proposing to have an easement to keep the 
walkway for residents and also extending the sidewalk. 
 
Cliff Krey, owner of 419 Walnut Street, spoke in opposition of the One Village Square, 
LLC Subdivision and Land Development Plan, stating that there was improper, ineffective 
advertising for this Public Hearing.  He also stated that the subdivision plan requires his 
signature, and that was not done. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
 
Mr. Garlitz indicated that this issue was brought up at the Planning Commission Meeting 
and that the property had already been transferred.  He indicated that he called Mr. Krey 
and that Mr. Krey did not call him back.  He stated that he called Allegheny County and 
was told he did not need Mr. Krey’s signature because the Department of Economic 
Development did not need it and the Allegheny County Tax Mapping Department 
indicated that it is correct. 
 
John Straka, Counsel for One Village Square, LLC, questioned Mr. Krey about the details 
of the transfer of property.  Mr. Krey indicated that the advertisement was incorrect, 
indicating that the property that was transferred to him was not 2,131 square foot, as 
advertised, but a parcel approximately 3 ft. x 100 ft. 
 
Mr. Krey addressed Council, questioning their voting on a plan that was not advertised 
correctly and did not have the Conditional Use or the Land Development Plan advertised.  
He also objected to the building, indicating that it did not meet the ADA standards. 
 
Mr. Ference questioned if the plan meets the Borough ordinance. 
 
Mr. Krey objected to the parking plan, referring to the 22 spaces required under the shared 
parking analysis.  He indicated that Heritage Valley Hospital has 9 spaces available for 
lease to One Village Square, LLC, and that people will need to walk 1/3 mile (1600 feet.) 
between the hospital and the proposed office space.  He indicated that it is unreasonable to 
park that far away.  Mr. Krey objected to Urban Villages indicating that they have 5 spaces 
available to rent to One Village Square, LLC when he was sent an email in February of 
2014, from Mr. McCargo of Urban Villages, indicating that he had no spaces available.  
 
Mr. Straka indicated that it could be a personality thing. 
 
Mr. Straka asked Mr. Krey if he knew Beth Genter, with Mr. Krey responding that he did 
not know her. 
 
Mr. Krey addressed Council, asking when and if there is shared parking plan, if there will 
be a public meeting for the plan, with Solicitor Tucker indicating that there will not be a 
public meeting.  Mr. Krey indicated that he disagreed with Solicitor Tucker, according to 
the court’s opinion. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
 
Mr. Krey addressed Council again, questioning the design of the building, the incorrect 
advertising in the paper and the notice to neighbors.  He indicated that, in his opinion, 
Council cannot vote on this plan this evening. 
 
Mr. Krey addressed Mr. Friday, asking him what type of businesses will be leasing office 
space, and asking him if he would rent to an attorney.  Mr. Krey continued, asking Mr. 
Friday if he would rent office space to an architect, accountant or insurance agent. 
 
Solicitor Tucker asked Mr. Krey what was the relevance of his questions. 
 
Mr. Krey stated that he questioned the conditional use request, indicating that professional 
offices must have parking spaces available within 700 ft.  
 
Solicitor Tucker presented a list of exhibits, with Mrs. Watts indicating that Mr. Friday met 
all requirements and that she would like the exhibits to be marked “Exhibit A”. 
 
Mr. Friday addressed Council, indicating that if he brings in professional offices, he will 
provide parking spaces within 700 L.F., and that he has made every effort to develop and 
advance the community, unlike Mr. Krey.  He indicated that Mr. Krey will do anything to 
thwart development, stating that Mr. Krey’s mindset is repulsive. 
 
Solicitor Tucker indicated that he would like to request a continuance until October 20, 
2014 to re-advertise because if they did not, the case would go to court. 
 
Mr. Friday requested a continuance and stated that Mr. Krey will now go home happy, and 
that he understands the dilemma of Council.  Mr. Tucker requested that Mr. Friday request 
the continuance in writing, with Mr. Straka responding that they would do so. 
 
Solicitor Tucker closed the hearing. 
 
On motion of Todd Renner, seconded by Stan Ference, Council voted 9-0, for a 
continuance of the Public Hearing for One Village Square, LLC Subdivision, Land 
Development and Conditional Use Plan until October 20, 2014. 
 
On motion of Stan Ference, seconded by Todd Renner, Council voted, 9-0, to direct the 
Borough of Sewickley Secretary to enter whatever ads are needed for advertising the 
Public Hearing for One Village Square, LLC Subdivision, Land Development and 
Conditional Use Plan. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Ference, Council voted, 9-0, to schedule a 
Public Hearing on October 20, 2014 for the Green Street Plan of Lots – Revised, 
Subdivision Hearing, to create a separate 11,810 square foot parcel on Walnut Street. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mrs. Ford, Council voted, 7-0, to approve the 
General Fund account payables for the month of August 2014, as presented. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mrs. Ford, Council voted, 7-0, to approve the 
Sewer Fund account payables for the month of August 2014, as presented. 
 
The August 2014 General Fund and Sewer Fund Budget reports were received and filed. 
 
The August 2014 Statement of All Funds report was received and filed. 
 
The August 2014 Profit and Loss Summary report was received and filed. 
 
The August 2014 Labor and Vendor Report was reviewed. 
 
The August 2014 Legal Expenses Monthly Report was received and filed. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT AND COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
The following reports and minutes were received and ordered filed: 
 
  Police Report for Council, August 2014 

  Cochran Hose Report, August 2014 

  Planning Commission Minutes, September 3, 2014 

Tree Commission Minutes of September 8, 2014 
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BOROUGH MANAGER 
 
With Borough Manager Kevin Flannery attending the International City/County 
Management Association Conference, Solicitor Tucker reviewed the Borough Manager’s 
Report on his behalf. 

Council reviewed Payment Request from S & E Utility Contracting for the 2014 Ferry 
Street Road Project.  After this payment, there is approximately $95,000 outstanding, 
which is more than needed to get all of the Punch List items corrected. 

Solicitor Tucker reviewed a letter from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
advising that the Borough of Sewickley’s Floodplain Management Ordinance is in 
compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program as required for Allegheny 
County’s updated Flood Insurance Rate Map. 

Council reviewed the August 2014 Borough of Sewickley Earned Income Tax Collection 
Update and the ANTCC Earned Income Tax Report. 

Council reviewed fuel prices for the month of August 2014. 

On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 9-0, to adopt 
Borough of Sewickley Resolution No. 2014-014, applying for Community Development 
Block Grant Year 41 Funding for Demolition Projects, 326 Sprott Way and 14 Dickson 
Road.  

On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. Ference, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
2015 Minimum Municipal Pension Obligation (MMO) for the Borough of Sewickley 
Pensions, as prepared by Hallett Associates, in the amount of $206,061 for the Police 
Pension Plan and $290,026 for the Non-Uniform Pension Plan. 

Solicitor Tucker advised that the 2015 Capital Budget and Department Head Meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, September 22, 2014, beginning at 6:30 p.m.; and the Meeting for 
the 2015 Budget Review of Expenditures and Revenues for General Fund, Sewer Fund and 
Capital Reserves is on Saturday, October 18, 2014, beginning at 7:00 a. m.  He also 
indicated that if Council is in agreement, a motion to adopt the 2015 Budget will be placed 
on the November 17th Council Meeting Agenda. 

On motion of Mr. Rice, seconded by Mr. Ference, Council voted, 9-0, to adopt the 2015 
Meeting Schedule for Council, Boards and Commissions. 

The Borough Manager's Report was received and filed. 
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
 
Solicitor Tucker reviewed real estate tax assessment appeals. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Ference, Council voted, 9-0, to have Solicitor 
Tucker prepare and advertise the Property Maintenance Code Draft for tentative adoption 
on October 20, 2014. 
 
The Solicitor’s Report was received and filed. 
 
 
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Ference, Council voted, 9-0, to accept and 
order received and filed, the tax collector's report and exonerations for the Month of 
August 2014. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
____________________________   ___________________________ 
PATRICIA M. FLAHERTY          SUSAN ALESHIRE 
Administrative Assistant           President of Council 


