
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF SEWICKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
JUNE 20, 2016 

 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with Vice President William Cornman 
presiding and leading the Meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call showed the following members present: 
 

 Charles Driscoll (Arrived at 8:04 p.m.)  Thomas DeFazio  Sean Figley     
Mark Davidson (On Phone) Jeff Neff  Todd Renner   Larry Rice 

  Susan Aleshire absent due to vacation. 
 
Also present were Mayor Brian Jeffe, Borough Solicitor Richard Tucker, and Borough 
Manager Kevin M. Flannery.   
 
There were 6 visitors.   
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
On motion of Mr. Neff, seconded by Mr. Rice, the Minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of May 16, 2016 were approved and the reading of same dispensed with as copies 
were provided to the Members of Council, Mayor and Solicitor.  The vote was 7-0. 
 
On motion of Mr. Renner, seconded by Mr. Rice, the Committee of the Whole Minutes for 
June 14, 2016 were approved 6-0-1, with Mr. DeFazio abstaining as he was not in 
attendance for the meeting. 
 
 
Comments from the Council President, Members and Mayor: 
 
Mayor Jeffe stated that the first Night Mart is Friday, June 24th from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
 
Vice President William Cornman stated that “Balance on Broad” Festival of Wellness is 
scheduled for July 9th from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
 
Vice President Cornman announced that an Executive Session was held at the end of the 
June 14 Committee of the Whole meeting regarding potential litigation.  There will also be 
an Executive Session at the conclusion of tonight’s meeting for the same matter. 
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Statement of Citizens: 
 
Council reviewed annual Right to Know Request from American Transparency of Florida 
requesting information on wages and length of service of employees. 
 
Mr. Steve Bovan, of 742 McDonald Street, addressed Council on the ongoing flooding 
problem in the area.  Since 2009, there have been a dozen backups of water and sewage 
water from rain events, sometimes as high as 4 inches to 5 inches.  Borough Manager 
advised that with the rain event of last summer the Borough has been working on a 
solution and has contacted the Norfolk Southern railroad for permission to do the work.  
Part of the issue is that a Borough line and fixtures have been filled with stone from the 
tracks and with the vibration of the rail cars the stone has become packed in the pipe.  In 
addition, the pipe connection joins a 24 inch line to an 18 inch line.  This further causes 
storm water not to flow correctly at times. The solution is to place a new pipe under the 
railroad property and provide a drop off to the Ohio River.  Norfolk and Southern are 
reviewing plans to expedite the repair plans. Mrs. Gleason also stated that she has backup 
of 4 inches to 5 inches and wants a permanent repair so that this does not continue.   
 
Shawn Rosensteel of KLH Engineers was in attendance and stated that the revised plans to 
expedite the repairs would be to Norfolk Southern by the end of the week.  It would then 
take time to prepare a bid document, advertise and award.  Several Councilpersons voiced 
that the repairs need to be done sooner than later. 
 
On motion of Mr. Neff, seconded by Mr. Renner, Council voted, 7-0, to approve an 
Emergency Situation and for Solicitor Tucker and the Borough Manager to work with 
KLH Engineers to complete the repairs as an emergency to the public health and welfare.  
This is to include engaging a company to make the necessary repairs and to find a 
temporary means to provide relief to the affected properties. 
 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
A Public Hearing was conducted by Solicitor Richard Tucker on the proposed Borough of 
Sewickley Ordinance No. 1343.  Borough Manager advised that a motion to remove the 
item from the Table was required.   On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Rice 
Council voted, 7-0 to remove from table.  Borough Manager advised that the proposed 
Ordinance had been advertised and that public notices and other exhibits were presented.  
On motion of Mr. Rice, seconded by Mr. Neff, Council voted, 7-0, to adopt Borough of 
Sewickley Ordinance No. 1343 accepting the recommendation of the Borough of 
Sewickley Planning Commission establishing minimum dimensional requirements for lots 
in each district. 
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A Public Hearing was conducted, by Solicitor Tucker, for the Rock Plan of Lots 
Unification Plan.  Mr. Wetzel, representing the Rocks, stated that the plan is to combine a 
4 acre lot in Sewickley with a 3.98 acre lot in Sewickley Heights.   Mr. Wetzel indicated 
that this makes the lot meet minimum standards in Sewickley Heights.  Mr. Wetzel also 
stated that the lots will continue to pay real estate taxes to the individual municipalities. 
 
Borough Manager testified as to the public notices provided and other exhibits presented. 
 
Solicitor Tucker closed the Public Hearing. On motion of Mr. Renner, seconded by Mr. 
Rice, Council voted, 7-0, to adopt Borough of Sewickley Resolution No. 2016-009 
accepting the recommendation of the Borough of Sewickley Planning Commission 
approving the Unification Plan for the Rock Plan of Lots for 401 Waterworks Road, Block 
and Lot Nos. 509-L-2 and 509-L-87.  The Borough of Sewickley real estate taxes on Block 
and Lot No. 509-L-2 would remain payable to the Borough of Sewickley. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
On motion of Mr. Neff, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the use of 
the Chadwick Street Gazebo and Riverfront Park for Rockin’ at the River on Saturday, 
August 13, 2016 from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. contingent of the Borough’s receipt of a Certificate 
of Insurance. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 8-0, to accept the 
recommendation of Police Chief Ersher and adopt Borough of Sewickley Resolution No. 
2016-010 establishing a residential handicapped parking space at 818 Centennial Avenue. 
 
 
Approval of Accounts: 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the 
General Fund account payables for the month of June 2016, as presented. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the 
Sewer Fund account payables for the month of June 2016, as presented. 
 
The May 2016 General Fund and Sewer Fund Budget reports were received and filed. 
 
The May 2016 Statement of All Funds report was received and filed. 
 
The May 2016 Profit and Loss Summary report was received and filed. 
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The May 2016 Legal Expense Report was received and filed. 
 
The Labor and Vendor report was received and filed. 
 
 
Department and Commission Reports: 
 
The following reports and minutes were received and ordered filed: 
 
  Police Report for Council, May 2016 
  Cochran Hose Report, May 2016 
  Planning Commission Minutes of June 1, 2016 
  Tree Commission Minutes, June 13, 2016 
   
 
Borough Manager: 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the 2016 Road Project. Sidewalk restoration continuing on 
Broad Street and then concrete work will move to Straight Street. 
 
Council reviewed the fuel prices for May 2016. 
 
Council reviewed the Earned Income Tax Collection Reports and Update as of May 31, 
2016. 
 
Council reviewed First National Bank statements for the Police Pension Fund and the 
Service Employees Pension Fund. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Renner, Council voted, 8-0, to adopt Borough 
of Sewickley Resolution No. 2016-011 establishing a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Allegheny County Conservation District. 
 
Borough Manager provided a monthly MS4 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
Report. 
 
Council reviewed letter to Cohen Law Group participating in the Quaker Valley Council of 
Governments Verizon Franchise Renewal. 
 
On motion of Mr. Renner, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 8-0, to approve Road 
Salt Contract Amendment. 
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On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Neff, to approve Senior Citizen Real Estate 
Tax Refund. 
 
Council reviewed report on the Hoey’s Run Plan of Lots. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Renner, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the 
sale of used street signs at a cost of $25 each. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Neff, Council voted, 8-0, to accept the 
Pennsylvania 2015 Green Light-Go Program grant award in the amount of $206,969.38.  
The Borough will match the grant award. 
 
On motion of Mr. Rice, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 8-0, to adopt Borough of 
Sewickley Resolution No. 2016-012 identifying the signature authority for the grant award. 
 
Council reviewed Quaker Valley Council of Governments Bid Ad for the garbage and 
recycling services. 
 
The Borough Manager's Report was received and filed. 
 
 
Solicitor's Report: 
 
Council reviewed letter to Haysville regarding sanitary sewer services 
 
The Solicitor’s Report was received and filed. 
 
 
 
Tax Collector's Report: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Renner, Council voted, 8-0, to accept and 
order received and filed the tax collector's report and exonerations for the Month of May 
2016. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
On motion of Mr. Cornman, the meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
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Executive Session:   
 
Council went into Executive Session at 8:38 p.m. to discuss potential litigation matter.  
The Executive Session concluded at 8:45 p.m. and Council went back into Regular Session 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 7-1, with Mr. Neff 
voting No, to approve settlement agreement with DEP at $21,000. 
 
 
On motion of Mr. Renner the meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________   ___________________________ 
KEVIN M. FLANNERY           WILLIAM CORNMAN 
Borough Manager and Secretary         Vice President of Council 


