
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF SEWICKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
MARCH 21, 2016 

 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with President Susan Aleshire presiding and 
leading the Meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call showed the following members present: 
 

William Cornman Thomas DeFazio     Charles Driscoll( Arrived at 7:35 p.m.) 
 Jeff Neff      Larry Rice   
 

Mr. Davidson was absent due to vacation, Mr. Renner was absent due to illness and Mr. 
Theis was absent for personal reasons. 
 
Also present were Mayor Brian Jeffe, Borough Solicitor Richard Tucker and Borough 
Manager Kevin M. Flannery.   
 
There were 9 visitors.   
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Neff, the Minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of February 15, 2016 were approved, 5-0, and the reading of same dispensed with 
as copies were provided to the Members of Council, Mayor and Solicitor.  
 
On motion of Mr. Rice, seconded by Mr. Cornman, the Committee of the Whole Minutes 
for March 15, 2016 were approved, 4-0-1, with Mr. DeFazio abstaining as he was not 
present for the meeting. 
 
 
Comments from the Council President, Members and Mayor: 
 
Mayor Jeffe advised that the Spring Gallery walk would be April 15th and 16th. Annual 
May Mart is Saturday, May 7, 2016 and Sewickley Unleashed is May 21, 2016 from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   
 
Mayor Jeffe also advised that the Child Health House Tour is May 13th and 14th.  The 
Chamber of Commerce Country Brew and Barbecue is Wednesday, May 25th from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p. m. 
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Mayor Jeffe reviewed the events for Flag Retirement Ceremony and Celebration of Service 
Fireworks and the 125th Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 30th, 
 
Vice President Bill Cornman invited all to the Spring Tree Planting on Saturday, April 23, 
2016 at 8:45 a.m. 
 
President Aleshire announced that for the 4rd consecutive year the Borough of Sewickley 
achieved the Banner Community Status as awarded by the Allegheny League of 
Municipalities.  President Aleshire thanked Council for efforts and complimented Borough 
staff for the work. 
 
President Aleshire stated that an Executive Session was held at the end of the Committee 
of the Whole meeting regarding potential litigation. 
 
Mr. Jeff Schlegel and Keith Nazak of First National Wealth Management were present to 
review Borough of Sewickley Pension Plans. Mr. Nazak stated that the market readjusted 
in the 3rd week of February with US Economies showing strength.  Mr. Schlegel stated that 
corporate earnings are slower but not heading towards a recession.  Stock values are 
coming back in March. 
 
Statement of Citizens: 
 
Council reviewed Right-to-Know request from Attorney Fawcett regarding property 
information at 610 ½ Mulberry Street. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
President Aleshire stated that it was now time for the appeal by the Linden Place Corporation 
of the Borough of Sewickley Shade Tree Commission decision of January 11, 2016 regarding  
the removal of tree from Route 65 area.  Mrs. Leslie Veshio, President of the Board of 
Directors of the Linden Place Corporation, reviewed PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit 
which indicates that Linden Place Corporation would be responsible for the maintenance of the 
tree on Route 65.  In addition, Mrs. Veshio stated that Mr. Frank Cippel from PennDOT visited 
the site and that the tree is affecting the sight distance for vehicles exiting the lot onto Route 
65. Mr. Cippel suggested to Mrs. Veshio that if the tree were not removed, PennDOT might 
seek indemnification from the Borough of Sewickley. 
 
Borough Manager stated that the record needs to show that the Borough is not endorsing or 
approving any left turns onto to Route 65 from the applicant’s property.  Mr. Jerry Veshio and 
Ms. Velma Saire of Linden Place agree that Left Hand Turns are dangerous and all residents 
are encouraged to turn right from the property onto Route 65. 
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Councilperson Neff asked several questions of the Linden Place Board and was advised 
that removal of the tree was the least costly. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, Council voted 5-1, with Mr. Rice 
voting no, to approve the appeal and grant removal of the tree contingent on the removal 
and public safety services for the project be the financial responsibility of the Corporation; 
the Corporation would need to obtain a Borough of Sewickley Tree License; the 
Corporation and/or the Corporation’s Contractor would provide the required insurance 
certificates; and that the Borough’s action does not imply, infer, or approve of left hand 
turns from the property onto Route 65. 
 
Borough Manager advised that the Spring Leaf Pick Up is scheduled for April 1 through 
April 15, 2016.  The Borough is currently picking up leaves due to the pleasant weather. 
 
On motion of Mr. Neff, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 6-0, to adopt Borough of 
Sewickley Resolution No. 2016-004 regarding Berkheimer Services for Collection and 
Reporting of Local Service Tax and Business Privilege Tax. 
 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the 2016 Road Project Bid Tabulations as complied by 
Lennon, Smith and Souleret Engineers, Inc. for Contract No. 16-R01.  Borough Manager 
advised that the 2016 Road Budget was $793,000 and the recommendation is for the Base 
Bid, Broad Street from Route 65 to Beaver Street;  Alternate 1, Broad Street from Beaver 
Street to Hill Street;  Alternate 2, Straight Street from Centennial Avenue to Hill Street; 
Alternate 4, Sidewalk Repairs and Alternate 6, night time work for Base Bid.   On motion 
of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Cornman, Council voted, 6-0, to accept the Bid of A. 
Liberoni, Inc. of Plum, PA. in the amount of $735,098.50 for the Base Bid, Alternates 1,2, 
4 and 6. 
 
On motion of Mr. Neff, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 6-0, to accept the 
resignation of Peter Theis from the Historic Review Commission as the Council 
Representative. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 6-0, to accept the 
resignation of Robert Glenn from the Sewickley Parking Authority Board.  An 
advertisement seeking a replacement will be in the Sewickley Herald with applications due 
April 7, 2016.  Council will schedule interviews for the April 12, 2016 Committee of the 
Whole Meeting. 
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Approval of Accounts: 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Neff, Council voted, 6-0, to approve the 
General Fund account payables for the month of March 2016, as presented. 
 
On motion of Mr. Cornman, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 6-0, to approve the 
Sewer Fund account payables for the month of March 2016, as presented. 
 
The February 2016 General Fund and Sewer Fund Budget reports were received and filed. 
 
The February 2016 Fund Statement Report was received and filed. 
 
The February 2016 Profit and Loss Report was received and filed. 
 
The February 2016 Labor and Vendor Report was received and filed. 
 
Council reviewed the monthly Legal Expense Report. 
 
 
 
Department and Commission Reports: 
 
The following reports and minutes were received and ordered filed: 
 
  Police Report for Council, February 2016 
  Cochran Hose Report, February 2016 
  Planning Commission Minutes, March 2, 2016 
  Tree Commission Minutes, March 14, 2016 
    2016 Spring Planting List 
 
 
   
Borough Manager: 
 
Council reviewed the Allegheny North Tax Collection Committee February Report for 
Sewickley. 
 
Council reviewed fuel prices for February 2016. 
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Council reviewed the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 67 and 68 
Report.  The GASB 67 and 68 Report establish financial reporting standards for pension 
plans of local governments.  The purpose of the Valuation Report is to determine the 
financial condition of the plan, provide necessary disclosure items and notes to the 
financial statements and determine the potential financial impact of the pension plan.  The 
Net Pension Liability of the Borough of Sewickley Police Pension and the Non Uniform 
Pension Plan is -$378,901.   
 
Borough Manager reviewed letter to Duquesne Light regarding its Pilot Program and when 
the lights will be changed on Thorn Street and Centennial Avenue. 
 
Council reviewed SHACOG Purchasing Alliance Rock Salt Fuel Price adjustment yielding 
a $0.44 decrease in the price of rock salt for the Month of March to $67.07 per ton. 
 
Council reviewed Public Notice from Pennsylvania American Water for storage tanks at 
the Hays Mine Treatment Plant. 
 
Borough Manager advised that Request for Audit Services Proposals were opened on 
March 15 and three firms submitted proposals; Mark C. Turnley, CPA, Maher Duessel and 
Holsinger, P. C.   Borough Staff reviewing and preparing a summary for the April 12, 2016 
Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
Council reviewed letter from PennDOT regarding No Left Turn request for Ohio River 
Boulevard and Boundary Street and Ohio River Boulevard and Graham Street.  Borough 
Manager suggested that the report for the establishment of No Left Turn at Boundary 
Street and directional change for traffic at Graham Street be forwarded to the Borough of 
Glen Osborne and presented in the Sewickley Herald.  It was further suggested that a 
hearing be conducted in May on the issue.   
 
Council reviewed the Mock Inspection Report regarding the Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) requirements.  Borough Staff working on suggested changes and 
improvements from report.  Borough Manager advised that an additional MS4 training will 
be on Monday, April 18, 2016 at 6:30 p. m. conducted by Kevin Brett of LSSE. 
 
Borough Manager stated that the Pennsylvania Municipal League High School Essay 
Contest forms have been distributed to Sewickley Academy and Quaker Valley schools. 
 
Council reviewed Letter of Introduction from Cindy Kirk, Allegheny County Council 
Representative from District 2. 
 
The Borough Manager’s Report was received and filed. 
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Solicitor's Report: 
 
Solicitor Tucker advised that three Resolutions need to be adopted to remove Borough 
properties from the real estate tax rolls.   
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 6-0 to adopt Borough of 
Sewickley Resolution No. 2016-005 an application for exemption of real estate taxes for 
Block and Lot No. 421-A-100. 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 6-0 to adopt Borough of 
Sewickley Resolution No. 2016-006 an application for exemption of real estate taxes for 
Block and Lot No. 508-N-19. 
 
On motion of Mr. Neff, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 6-0 to adopt Borough of 
Sewickley Resolution No. 2016-007 an application for exemption of real estate taxes for 
Block and Lot No. 508-K-10. 
 
The Solicitor’s Report was received and filed. 
 
 
 
Tax Collector's Report: 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Rice, Council voted, 6-0, to accept and order 
received and filed the tax collector's report and exonerations for the Month of February 
2016. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________________   ___________________________ 
KEVIN M. FLANNERY           SUSAN ALESHIRE 
Borough Manager and Secretary         President of Council 


