
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF SEWICKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
APRIL 18, 2011 

 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. with President Robert Hague presiding. 
 
Roll Call showed the following members present: 

Susan Aleshire  William Cornman Thomas DeFazio   Charles Driscoll 
 Stanley Ference (participated by phone) Carole Ford        Glenn Ford              
 

Also present were Mayor Brian Jeffe, Borough Solicitor Richard Tucker, Police Chief 
James Ersher and Borough Manager Kevin M. Flannery. 
 
There were 10 visitors.   
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Cornman, the Minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of March 21, 2011 were approved and the reading of same dispensed with as 
copies were provided to the Members of Council, Mayor and Solicitor.  The vote was 8-0. 
 
On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. Cornman, the Committee of the Whole Minutes 
for April 12, 2011 were approved 6-0-2, with Mr. DeFazio and Mr. Ference abstaining due 
not being present for the meeting. 
 
 
Comments from the Council President, Members and Mayor: 
 
Mayor Brian Jeffe reviewed the Memorial Weekend activities for 2011 highlighted by the 
Flag Retirement Service on Friday at 6:00 p.m. followed by the concert and fireworks at 
Riverfront Park.  The 120th Memorial Day parade will be on Monday, May 31, 2010 
beginning at 10 a. m. 
 
President Hague announced that the annual May Mart would be held Saturday, May 7, 
2011 on Broad Street from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
President Hague announced that the Quaker Valley Council of Governments Annual 
Recycling Day is Saturday, May 7, 2011 at the Sewickley Public Works Building. 
 
President Hague announced that Council had an Executive Session at the conclusion of the 
April 12, 2011 Committee of the Whole Meeting for personnel matters. 
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President Hague announced that Council conducted an interview for the 2nd Ward Council 
seat in public session at 7:00 p.m. Council then went into Executive Session at 7:15 p.m. 
for personnel matters. The Executive Session concluded at 7:31 p.m.  President Hague 
congratulated Bobby Cherry and the Sewickley Herald on the recent newspaper awards. 
 
Mr. Driscoll requested that the steps between Straight Street and Hopkins Street be 
addressed.  He also stated that Allegheny County needs to address repairs to Waterworks 
Road. 
 
Mr. Cornman requested Chief Ersher to review the delivery of cars to the Car Store facility 
on Chadwick Street.  Chief Ersher indicated that he would handle. 
 
Mr. Ference reminded everyone that Robert Morris University was hosting a public 
information meeting on April 21st regarding a boathouse on Neville Island. 
 
 
Statement of Citizens: 
 
On motion of Mr. Ford, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the St. 
James Annual Field Day request to close Bank Street on Friday, May 15, 2011 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Ford, Council voted, 8-0, to adopt Resolution 
No. 2011-007 establishing a Resident Only Handicapped Parking Space for 301 Centennial 
Avenue. 
 
On motion of Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mr. Ford, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the request 
to use Walnut Street Landing and Park for a Riverfront Park fund raiser on Saturday, July 
16, 2011 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
 
Peter Floyd of Elwick Street read from a prepared statement and addressed Council on 
three issues.  The first was that the February 21st Council Meeting Minutes were not on the 
web site.  Secondly, he presented pictures of 3 utility patches in the 200 block of Walnut 
Street that he labels as defective.  Mr. Floyd stated that he did walk Walnut Street with the 
Borough Manager on March 9th and on April 1st with Nancy Watts, Code Enforcement, 
Howard Miller, Public Works and Bob Firek from Lennon, Smith and Souleret.  He stated 
further that the Borough’s Inspector did follow through on the inspection of the utility 
patches.  The brick restoration did not adhere to the Borough’s specification and there are 
many gaps between bricks in these areas.  Borough Manager did advise that Council at the 
Committee of the Whole meeting did review a revised specification and will be presenting 
a revised ordinance for Council at the May Committee of the Whole meeting.  In addition, 
the utility sub contractor is returning to correct the deficiencies.     
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Mr. Floyd also questioned if the Borough was accepting fracking fluids.  President Hague 
advised that the Wastewater Treatment Plant is not accepting any water from fracking 
operations.  The Borough worked very hard to get a NPDES Permit. 
 
Terry Brennan, of Chadwick Street, addressed Council regarding the Duquesne Light 
substation.  He stated that several animals have been fried inside the substation and he 
considers a dangerous place. 
 
Ed Harrell, of 904 Beaver Street, inquired about the progress of a lawsuit against 
Duquesne Light.  Mr. Ference stated that he would call Mr. Harrell on the status of the 
legal proceedings.  President Hague cautioned that to move forward may be a huge 
expensive for the Borough. 
 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
President Hague indicated that four people had made application for the 2nd Ward Council 
seat.  Mrs. Ford, seconded by Mrs. Aleshire, made a motion to appoint Robert “Mike” 
Glenn to fill the seat of Councilperson Dean S.C. Williams, 2nd Ward until December 31, 
2011.  On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Cornman, Council voted, 8-0, to close 
nominations.  Council then voted to appoint Mr. Glenn by a vote of 8-0. 
 
Council reviewed letter confirming final payment for clean up services at 604 Ohio River 
Boulevard. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
On motion of Mr. Ford, seconded by Mr. Ference, Council voted, 7-0-1, with Mr. Driscoll 
abstaining, to adopt Resolution No. 2011-008, extending the final land development 
approval for a period of ninety(90) days, for Phoenix Property Development, LLC now 
doing business as Phoenix Property Development of Sewickley, LLC for Block and Lot, 
421-A-374, 604 Beaver Street, conditioned on letter of April 14, 2011 reiterating 
conditions agreed to in the November 17, 2009 and April 20, 2010 letters. 
 
 
Approval of Accounts: 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the 
General Fund account payables for the month of April 2011, as presented. 
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On motion of Mrs. Aleshire, seconded by Mrs. Ford, Council voted, 8-0, to approve the 
Sewer Fund account payables for the month of April 2011, as presented. 
 
The March 2011 General Fund and Sewer Fund Budget reports were received and filed. 
 
The March 2011 Fund Statement report was received and filed. 
 
The March 2011 Profit and Loss Summary was received and filed. 
 
The Labor and Vendor report was received and filed. 
 
Council reviewed the legal cost summary report.  Mr. DeFazio indicated that the costs so 
far on the legal challenges to the Country Inn property have cost the Borough over 
$29,000.  In addition, the building permit would bring anywhere from $50,000 to $75,000 
with approximately $45,000 in annual real estate taxes. 
 
 
Department and Commission Reports: 
 
The following reports and minutes were received and ordered filed: 
 
  Police Report for Council, March 2011 
  Cochran Hose Report, March 2011 
   2010 Annual Training Report 
  Planning Commission Minutes, April 6, 2011 
  Tree Commission Minutes, April 11, 2011 
   2011 Spring Tree Planting List 
 
     
Borough Manager: 
 
On motion of Mr. Cornman, seconded by Mr. Ford, Council voted, 8-0, to exercise First 
Option Year of SHACOG Purchase Alliance for Road Rock Salt. 
 
Council reviewed Guyasuta’s 1st Quarter 2011 Borough of Sewickley Pension reports. 
 
Borough Manager reviewed 1st quarter 2011 General Fund Budget expenditure review 
highlighting all expenses over 25%.  Majority were due to prepay of annual organization 
dues, annual payment of property and liability insurances, and tree maintenance and 
trimming performed in the winter months. 
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Council reviewed Act 205 Questionnaire and Reporting Form for pensions. 
 
The Gallery Walk is scheduled for April 29th from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and April 30th 
from 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  Council reviewed the event brochure. 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the Sewickley Unleashed event scheduled for Saturday, May 
14, 2011 beginning at 9:30 a.m. with the Pet Parade, and then booths, music and food. 
 
Borough Manager reviewed Issues Update Report highlighting status on current projects 
undertaken by Borough Staff and Council. 
 
Borough Manager reported on meeting with Comcast regarding franchise renewal held on 
April 14.  He also advised that the legal fee was reduced by 40% because of Aleppo 
Township joining with the Borough in negotiations.  The Franchise Agreement will be 
presented to Council in June. 
 
Borough Manager reviewed the 2011 Wellness Program which begins April 29 and 
concludes at the Borough Picnic July 22. 
 
On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Cornman, Council voted, 8-0, to approve 
recommendation of the Historic Review Commission to issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for 331 Henry Avenue, Block and Lot No. 506-D-293, to replace the rear 
porch area with an enclosed addition, as submitted. 
 
Borough Manager’s Report was received and filed 
 
 
Solicitor's Report: 
 
Council reviewed Sheriff’s Sale Notice for 527 Bank Street. 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, Council voted, 8-0, to adopt 
Borough of Sewickley Ordinance No. 1294, an amended and restated Sewickley Borough 
health insurance buy-out plan. 
 
The Solicitor’s Report was received and filed. 
 
 
Tax Collector's Report: 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mrs. Ford, Council voted, 8-0, to accept and order 
received and filed the tax collector's report and exonerations for the Month of March 2011. 
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Council reviewed 2011 Real Estate Taxes Recapitulation for 2011. 
 
Mr. Hague asked if someone could attend the Quaker Valley Council of Government 
meeting on Wednesday, April 20, 2011.  Information was given to the Borough Manager. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. Driscoll, Council voted, 8-0, to adjourn at 
9:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________________   ___________________________ 
KEVIN M. FLANNERY           ROBERT HAGUE 
Borough Manager and Secretary         President of Council 


