
  
 
 
 
 

 
BOROUGH OF SEWICKLEY 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 15, 2016 

 
President Susan Aleshire called the Committee of the Whole Meeting to order at 7:41 p.m. 
Members in attendance were Bill Cornman, Tom DeFazio, Charles Driscoll, Sean Figley, 
Tonya Goodman, Jeff Neff, Todd Renner, and Larry Rice.  The others in attendance were 
Leo and Mary Scalercio, Mayor Brian Jeffe, Solicitor Richard Tucker, and Borough 
Manager Kevin M. Flannery. 
 
President Aleshire asked for a Moment of Silence for Police Chief James R. Ersher who 
passed away suddenly on November 8, 2016.  Chief Ersher was a 30 year Sewickley Police 
Officer, serving as Chief since June 1, 2007. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Council reviewed a report from Explore Sewickley, providing a Main Street Update, the 
2017 Calendar of Events of Explore Sewickley, and indicating they have raised $28,300 
for Light Up Night. 

Council reviewed a letter to Peter Floyd and Bob Vogel regarding the Borough of 
Sewickley Multi-Year Road Program. 

Council reviewed a letter to Steve Smiley and John Vaccaro regarding the road work at 
Woods Place and Harbaugh Street scheduled for 2017. 

Leo and Mary Scalercio, of 318 Boundary Street, addressed Council indicating that they 
received a letter from Charter Homes indicating that they would meet with Mr. and Mrs. 
Scalercio to review landscape enhancements to the property.  Solicitor Tucker stated that 
the Code Officer was within her legal duties to approve the driveway changes. 

Mr. Tom DeFazio left the dais and addressed Council from the Speaker’s Podium to 
provide an update on Parking Authority activities.  The pay stations bases are being poured 
this week and next week.  Four pay stations are scheduled to arrive this month and the 
remaining 38 pay stations in January.  The potential of a parking garage has been discussed 
during the last two meetings, with the financial review looking good.  The Parking 
Authority will meet on Friday morning to have discussions with a potential architect. 

On motion of Mr. Renner, seconded by Mr. Figley, Council voted, 7-2, with Mrs. Aleshire 
and Mr. Cornman, voting no, to send the name of Captain Richard Manko to the Borough 
of Sewickley Civil Service Commission for Certification as Chief of Police. 
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COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT/MEMBERS/MAYOR  
Mayor Jeffe stated that Light Up Night is Friday, December 2, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., 
and the Santa Parade is Saturday, December 3, beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Council President Susan Aleshire stated that the Heritage Valley Health System Turkey 
Trot will be on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 24th, at 8:30 a.m., beginning at 
War Memorial Park. 
 
Council President Aleshire announced that an Executive Session was held before tonight’s 
meeting, beginning at 6:45 p.m., for a Litigation Matter (Shawn Haynes and Marla Haynes 
v. Borough of Sewickley, Goodea Construction Company and Pipeline Systems, Inc.  GD-
12-010675), Aleppo Township Sewer Agreement, Personnel Issue with Police Department, 
and later, a Personnel Issue regarding the Borough Manager Annual Review. 
 
Mr. Cornman requested that the Sustainability Resolution be placed back on the agenda for 
adoption at the Monday Council meeting.  At the October 17 Council Meeting, it did not 
receive a second and died for a lack of a second.  Council was in agreement to place on the 
agenda. 

REPORT ON BUILDING INSPECTION, ZONING, PUBLIC WORKS AND 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT  
Council reviewed the Building Inspector’s Report, indicating that 17 permits were issued, 
with fees of $3,677.00 collected on $307,700.00 worth of construction.  There were 33 
building inspections performed.  
 
On motion of Mr. Rice, seconded by Mr. DeFazio, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
recommendation of the Historic Review Commission, to issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for 246 Broad Street, Block and Lot No. 421-E-364, to erect a fence in the 
side yard, as submitted. 
 
On motion of Mr. Rice, seconded by Mr. Renner, Council voted, 9-0, to approve the 
recommendation of the Historic Review Commission, to issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for 106 Centennial Avenue, Block and Lot No. 507-M-323, to improve a 
chimney and raise first floor windows in the principal building along with erecting a 2 
story detached garage, as submitted. 
 
Council reviewed Zoning Hearing Board Decision No. 16-06, Hoey’s Run LLC, property 
located at Blackburn Road, Centennial Avenue and Locust Place. 
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REPORT ON BUILDING INSPECTION, ZONING, PUBLIC WORKS AND 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT  (CONTINUED) 
Council reviewed the Public Works Report for October, highlighting the continuation of 
cleaning and organization of materials at the Glen Mitchell Storage Site, continued work 
on the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4), cleaning and identifying catch 
basins in need of repair, leaf truck services, and pruning of trees at the Chestnut Street and 
Walnut Street boat ramps. 
 
Council reviewed the Wastewater Treatment Plant Report for October, indicating that 
21.917 million gallons of sewage were treated and 393,575 cubic feet of digester gas was 
used.  In addition, removal of leaves and debris from October 20 rain event, cleaned Maple 
Lane Pump Station and reinstalled RAS Pump No. 2. 
 
Council reviewed the Consulting Engineers Report of November 4, 2016.   
 
The Building Inspector’s Report, the Public Works Report, the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Report, and the Consulting Engineers Report were received and filed. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT 
Council reviewed the Solicitor’s Report for the month of October, highlighting the Murrer’s 
lawsuit settlement, demolition ordinance, Abrams Right to Know request and tax assessment 
appeals. 

Council reviewed the Solicitor’s Invoice in the amount of $5,601.25. 

Solicitor Tucker reviewed real estate tax assessment appeals for settlement and 
discontinuance. 

Council reviewed the Jordan Delinquent Real Estate Tax and Municipal Lien Claim Report 
of October 19, 2016, in the amount of $13,201.34. 
 
Council reviewed a letter from Nancy Watts, Code Official, answering the driveway 
question posed by Mr. and Mrs. Scalercio, of 318 Boundary Street in Glen Osborne.  
 
Council reviewed executed Murrer Settlement Agreement. 
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SOLICITOR'S REPORT (CONTINUED) 
Solicitor advised that the attorneys for the Borough’s insurance company have indicated that 
a settlement offer has been made regarding the Haynes Settlement Agreement in the case of 
(Shawn Haynes and Marla Haynes v. Borough of Sewickley, Goodea Construction 
Company and Pipeline Systems, Inc.  GD-12-010675.  On motion of Mr. Driscoll, seconded 
by Mr. Renner, Council voted, 9-0, to accept the settlement and authorize Borough officials 
to execute the documents. 
 
The Solicitor’s Report was received and filed. 

BOROUGH MANAGER'S REPORT 
Council reviewed a letter to Peter Floyd on the public alley calculations for the alley 
between Elwick St. and Frederick Avenue.  The Borough Manager advised that two items 
remain to be corrected with the 2016 Road Project and are being worked on this week. 

The Borough Manager indicated that Duquesne Light removed 23 poles in October, as 
stated on the activity sheet.  There are pole locations with a remnant of pole left. 

The Borough Manager reviewed the McDonald Street/Maple Lane Storm Sewer 
Emergency Repairs Project, indicating that repairs, except for the barge work on the river 
side of the pipe, have been completed.  The remaining repairs are scheduled for the week 
of November 28. 

Borough Manager reviewed the Hoey’s Run LLC Public Hearing for the Conditional Use 
and Land Development, which was held on Wednesday, October 5, 2016 before the 
Planning Commission.  The result at the Planning Commission was to recommend to 
Sewickley Borough Council to approve the Conditional Use and Land Development for 
Hoey’s Run, LLC for Block and Lot Nos. 508-N-229 and 508-N-257 in the C-1 Zoning 
District to construct two condominium buildings with the following 7 conditions: 

1. Approval of Variance for a Loading Space/Governor’s Drive by the Zoning 
Hearing Board 

2. All Items Addressed in Letter from Lennon, Smith, Souleret Engineering, Inc., 
dated 10/4/16 

3. Review of Geotechnical Report by Lennon, Smith, Souleret Engineering, Inc.  

4. Only 1 Parking Space Eliminated on Blackburn Road 

5. Receipt of Sewer Services Letter from Sewickley Borough 
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BOROUGH MANAGER'S REPORT (CONTINUED) 
6. Receipt of Homeowner’s Association By-Laws and other Related Documents 

7. Receipt of As-Built Drawings in conformance with Allegheny County and 
Borough standards 

The Borough Manager distributed a letter from a resident who was advised that the letter 
cannot be presented at the Public Hearing, but wanted Council to have the letter anyway. 

The Borough Manager advised that at the October 1st Budget Meeting, Sewickley Borough 
Council tentatively adopted the budget which has a .037% spending increase.  This results 
in no additional real estate taxes for 2017.   The millage rate remains the same, at 6.25. It 
also provides for approximately $230,000 of road work and $206,000 for the Borough’s 
50% share of the grant to upgrade the 3 traffic signals on Route 65.   

The Sewer Fund Budget was tentatively adopted with a $7.00 per month increase in capital 
debt fees and an 8% increase in usage fees.  It should be noted that no increase of fees or 
debt occurred during the previous 7 years.  Council reviewed the advertisements for the 
budget, and the tentative budget will be on display, with final adoption scheduled for 
Monday, November 21st.  In addition, by the end of October, a copy of the Budget 
Document will be placed in the Sewickley Public Library, and a notice is provided on the 
Sewickley Borough Website and on the Sewickley TV Channels of Comcast 765 and 
Verizon 38. 

Council reviewed the schedule for Staff Performance Evaluations, indicating that review of 
the Borough Manager, handled by Mr. DeFazio, will take place at tonight’s November 15th 
Committee of the Whole Meeting; and the review of the Solicitor, to be handled by 
Council President Susan Aleshire, will take place at the January 10, 2017 Committee of the 
Whole Meeting.  As in the past, the coordinating person will work with Council Members 
in providing a review and soliciting comments regarding each Performance Evaluation.  
This will include comments from staff also.  

Borough Manager presented public advertisements for the various Board and Commissions 
of the Borough.  Only one person has not signed up for reappointment.  There is also an 
applicant for Zoning Hearing Board alternate.  Public interviews are being scheduled 
before the December 13th Committee of the Whole Meeting and the December 19th 
Council Meeting. 
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BOROUGH MANAGER'S REPORT (CONTINUED) 
Borough Manager reviewed quotes for the replacement of the office copier.  Four quotes 
were received, all of which are in the Co-Stars Program.  Borough Manager recommended 
that Ricoh Company be retained and the Borough enter into a new lease for the Ricoh 
MPC 6004 at a cost of $534.44 per month, resulting in a savings of $553.18 per month. 

Council reviewed letter and bill for an accident on October 30, causing damage to one of 
the Borough decorative light poles. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Council went into Executive Session at 8:46 p.m. to complete the Borough Manager 
Performance Review. The Executive Session concluded at 9:05 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. DeFazio, seconded by Mr. Figley, Council voted, 7-2, with Mr. Neff and 
Mr. Rice voting no (they were in agreement with 8%), to award a 9% performance bonus 
to the Borough Manager under the terms established by Council. 

The Borough Manager’s Report was received and filed.  

ADJOURNMENT 
On motion of Mr. Driscoll, the Committee of the Whole Meeting was adjourned at 9:07 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kevin M. Flannery 
Borough Manager/Secretary 
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