
BOROUGH OF SEWICKLEY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2013 
 

The Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Paul 
Pigman. In attendance were members Shannon Ashmore, Erica Kagle, Sharon Pillar and 
Stan Ference (7:18 p.m.)  Absent due to work were Marlin Bartos and Thomas Rostek. 
Also in attendance were Borough Manager Kevin M. Flannery. There were 7 visitors at the 
meeting. 

Mr. Pigman led the Planning Commission Members in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the Planning Commission Minutes of January 2, 2013 was made by 
Ms. Kagle and seconded by Ms. Ashmore.  The minutes were approved 3-0-1. With Ms. 
Pillar abstaining as she was not present for the meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Maurice Strul and Heather Schultz of the Allegheny County Economic Development office 
were in attendance to review the Basic Conditions Report for the establishment of a Tax 
Increment Finance District in Sewickley.  Mr. Strul indicated that with the completion of the 
Basic Conditions Report, a resolution is needed for the designation and certifying on an 
area in need of redevelopment assistance.  This will allow the County to prepare a final 
recommendation for a Tax Increment Finance District.   
 
Chairman Pigman inquired as to the establishment of the district from Broad Street to 
Walnut Street (both sides of the street) and from Thorn Street to Beaver Street. The 
Borough Manager advised that the current area was discussed by Council with Allegheny 
County.  There is interest by the Borough to expand parking in the business district.  As it 
currently stands there is sufficient parking for the business district, but if there is possibility 
of additional office space, a theatre and future growth, Council wants to explore the 
possibility of utilizing the future real estate tax revenue to pay for public infrastructure 
improvements.  The Borough Manager explained that Council, at their December Council 
meeting began to look at a possible purchase of land adjacent to the current Green Street 
parking lot.  Council will be reviewing the information at future meetings. 
 
Ms. Pillar and Ms. Ashmore inquired if the property owners were contacted about being 
included in the proposed district.  Mr. Strul commented that the purpose of the Resolution 
was to let the next steps take place.  This includes a formal Tax Increment Finance 
Committee comprised of members from each taxing jurisdiction.  The Committee will 
review the data and prepare an estimate of what qualifies and how it will be handled.  The 
Committee will take 3 to 6 months to complete the task. 
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Mr. Walter Haglen, of Urban Design Associates, who prepared the Basic Conditions 
Report was in attendance and reviewed several points.  Ms. Ashmore stated that there 
were 7 conditions listed and only one condition was required.  She suggested that maybe 
the report should be adjusted to just one or two conditions. 
 
Ms. Pillar stated that a Public Hearing should be held.  Mr. Strul indicated that once the 
final recommendation is completed, it is forwarded to the taxing jurisdiction for final 
approval. The Borough Manager stated that Council had planned for a Public Hearing at 
the conclusion of the recommendation.  The Borough Manager further advised that a 
Public Hearing was not warranted at this time as it would basically just take testimony 
from those wishing to speak.  If the Planning Commission was interested in public 
awareness, then a Public Informational Session would be better.  Sharon Pillar made a 
motion for a Public Hearing on the proposed Tax Increment Finance District.  The Chair 
asked three times for a second.  There was no second.   
 
On motion of Erica Kagle, seconded by Sharon Pillar, the Planning Commission, voted, 4-
0, to have a Public Information Session on the Basic Conditions Report and the Tax 
Increment Finance District proposal at 5:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 6, before the 
Planning Commission meeting. 
 
In other action, the Borough Manager advised that the Presbyterian Church was going to 
complete its zoning issue first before coming back to the Planning Commission. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Peter Friday was in attendance representing One Thorn Street, LLC for a pre-
application conference on a proposed 30,480 square foot office building at 417 Thorn 
Street, to be known as One Theatre Square.  Mr. Friday reviewed his application as well 
as a letter to Nancy Watt’s Review Letter.  Mr. Friday reviewed all drawings with the 
Planning Commission members.  On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Ms. Pillar the 
Planning Commission voted, 4-0, to schedule a Public Hearing for the Conditional Use 
Appeal and Land Development for the project. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Ms. Pillar, the Planning Commission voted, 4-0, 
to adjourn at 10:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kevin M. Flannery 
Acting Secretary 
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