
BOROUGH OF SEWICKLEY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2013 
 

The Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice Chairperson 
Marlin Bartos. In attendance were members Shannon Ashmore, Erica Kagle, Sharon 
Pillar, Tom Rostek and Stan Ference (7:18 p.m.)  Absent due to work was Paul Pigman. 
Also in attendance was Borough Manager Kevin M. Flannery. There were 27 visitors at 
the meeting. 

Mr. Bartos led the Planning Commission Members in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the Planning Commission Minutes of February 6, 2013 was made by 
Ms. Ashmore and seconded by Mr. Ference.  The minutes were approved 4-0-2, with Mr. 
Bartos and Mr. Rostek abstaining as they were not present for the meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was an Informational Meeting on a proposed Tax Increment Finance District held at 
5:30 p.m. before this Planning Commission meeting.  There were 35 persons who 
attended.  The presentation by Maurice Strul of the Allegheny Economic Development 
Office reviewed the process for the designation of a district.  
 
On motion of Mr. Rostek, seconded by Ms. Kagle, the Planning Commission voted 4-1-1, 
with Ms. Pillar voting no and Mr. Ference abstaining to recommend to Borough Council 
the adoption of the resolution designating and certifying an area in the Borough of 
Sewickley as an area in need of redevelopment assistance based on Items A and G in the 
Basic Conditions Report prepared by Urban Design Associates.  This will allow the County 
to prepare a final recommendation for a Tax Increment Finance District.   
 
Public Hearing: 
 
Court Stenographer Donna McMullen administered the oath to all who were going to 
testify. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the Village at Sweetwater Finalization of Lots for 
Building 300 at 800 Beaver Street as presented by Bob Jaegger of First City Co.  There 
were no public comments. Borough Manager provided testimony that the hearing was 
advertised in accordance with the Borough Zoning Ordinance and MPC requirements.  On 
motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Mr. Rostek, the Planning Commission voted, 6-0, to 
close the Public Hearing portion. 
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On motion of Mr. Rostek, seconded by Mr. Ference, the Planning Commission, voted, 6-0, 
to recommend to Borough Council, the approval of the finalization of lots for Building 300 
at the Village of Sweetwater. 
 
Mr. Peter Friday was in attendance representing One Thorn Street, LLC for a Public 
Hearing on the conditional use request and land development on a proposed 30,480 
square foot office building at 417 Thorn Street, to be known as One Theater                 
Square. Mr. Friday reviewed the project highlighting design and building features, green 
roof and the HVAC equipment being placed on the roof.  Mr. Friday presented a parking 
plan that utilizes 30 parking spaces on private lots and is requesting Borough Council to 
approve the use of 47 on street parking spaces.   
 
Mrs. Susan Kaminski of Cochran Street spoke in favor of the development as good for 
Sewickley. 
 
Jennifer Markus of Village Green Partners stated that the additional workers will help the 
retail businesses and restaurants in the Borough. 
 
Clifford Krey of Sebago Drive spoke in opposition to the proposed project.  He stated that 
there is plenty of office space in the business district.  Mr. Krey stated that the developer 
should use other lots they own to provide the parking.   
 
Borough Manager provided testimony that the hearing was advertised in accordance with 
the Borough Zoning Ordinance and MPC requirements,   
 
There was no other testimony offered.  On motion of Mr. Rostek, seconded by Ms. Pillar, 
the Planning Commission voted, 5-0-1, with Mr. Ference abstaining, to close the Public 
Hearing portion 
 
Mr. Bartos stated that the project will need to be reviewed by the Tree Commission for the 
placement of trees and shrubs, the project needs to comply with the KLH Engineers, Inc. 
letter of March 6, 2013, and the approval by Council of the shared parking plan for 47 
spaces. 
 
On motion of Ms. Ashmore, seconded by Ms. Pillar, the Planning Commission, voted, 5-0-
1, with Mr. Ference abstaining, to recommend to Borough Council, the approval of the 
conditional use and land development for One Thorn Street, LLC to be located at 417 
Thorn Street subject to the three items stated. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Morgan Marshal and Mr. Dick Lampl addressed the Planning Commission regarding a 
building they own at 429-435 Broad Street.  Specifically, they requested a change in the 
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permitted uses in the Village Overlay.  They stated that they have been unable to sell the 
building and the change would allow a greater flexibility.  Members of the Planning 
Commission indicated that they will discuss the matter at the April 3 meeting and forward 
a response to Mr. Marshall and Mr. Lampl. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Mr. Ference, seconded by Ms. Pillar, the Planning Commission voted, 6-0, 
to adjourn at 10:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Kevin M. Flannery 
Acting Secretary 
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