
BOROUGH OF SEWICKLEY  
TREE COMMISSION 
Monday, July 11, 2011 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Larry Rice called the meeting to order at 7:05.  Members Kathy Brandt, Thaddeus 
Jones, Kelsey Rhea and Erika Zeranski were also in attendance.  Also in attendance were Borough 
Arborist Jim Edson and Borough Manager Kevin Flannery.  Council Representative Bill Cornman 
was not in attendance.  Former Member Mary Lyn McGinn was present. The meeting began by 
honoring her for her 16 years of service and leadership on the Tree Commission.  Chairperson 
Rice presented her with a plaque and led the Commission in a toast. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On motion of Kathy Brandt, seconded by Erika Zeranski, the Tree Commission minutes of the 
June 13, 2011, meeting minutes were approved, 5-0.  

 
III. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Beginning with next meeting, the Commission will receive their packets electronically only, 
according to Borough Manager Kevin Flannery.  This request was originally made by the 
Commission back in January 2010. 

b. The Post Office Administrator is open to planting the American Elm if we pay to remove one 
of the existing trees.  The Commission agreed to these terms and plans to take out one of the 
Japanese Maples. 

c. The revised Tree Commission page of the Borough website, approved by the Commission at 
the April 2011 meeting was not updated by Tuesday, June 21 as projected by Borough 
Manager Kevin Flannery.  The Borough Manager Flannery could not specify when the 
website would be updated. 

d. After the Borough puts in new lights on Walnut, the Commission will review where trees 
could be planted. 

e. Borough Manager Kevin Flannery will prepare a list for the Tree Commission by next 
meeting of anyone who has made a donation to the Commission or purchased a Memorial 
Tree in the last ten years. The Commission will then compose a fundraising letter. 
  

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Borough Arborist Report 

i. General Tree Work - Pruning:  
1. 136 Centennial – remove hazardous lead from Horse Chestnut  
2. Chestnut St Boat Launch – remove broken limb overhanging launch.   
3. Chadwick Street (Riverfront Park) – install a brace-rod in a Crabapple to 

provide mechanical support for weak union between co-dominant stems. 
4.  508 Grove Street – remove hazardous Maple limb overhanging parking .  
5. Cochran Street trees that were requested to be removed are to be pruned. 
6. 201 Bank – prune 2 Maples to improve clearance over the street and 

understory plants in the front lawn of this property. 
ii. General Tree Work – Removals:  

1. Thorn and Chestnut – remove dead Sugar Maple on Thorn for safety 
2. 316 Beaver – remove 2 dead Lindens 
3. Chestnut at ORB – remove 1 declining Hornbeam  

iii. Requests for work on Borough Trees:  
1. 907 Crescent Street – resident requests removal of a dying Elm on a borough 

right of way across the street from this property. 
2. Farren Street – resident requests remove of a large limb that is leaning 

against a utility pole. 



iv. Requests for permits to remove trees in the hazard zone: 
1. 819 Beaver – resident requested a permit for removal of 2 trees.  The trees 

were removed recently because of a misunderstanding by the owner.  Both 
trees were in very poor condition and should have been removed.  We 
should ask the owner to replace the tree near the corner of Nevin and Beaver 
with a small to medium shade or ornamental.  The tree at the rear of the 
property had no impact on the streetscape and does not need to be replaced. 

2. 414 Grant (Sewickley Presbyterian)  – the church requests a permit to 
remove a dying (almost dead) Sugar Maple at the left side of the property 
adjacent to Grant Street. The tree has lost 80-90% of its crown and will not 
recover.  Some limbs have been dead long enough that they are becoming 
hazardous. A permit should be granted with replanting a medium to tall 
shade tree.  I brought our expectation of replanting up with the business 
manager and she agreed to replant as part of new work that they will be 
doing in that area in the next year or so. 

3. Tree East of that tree looks compromised and will be reviewed. 
v. Duquesne Light Substation – Chadwick Street: Eisler Nurseries has completed 

replanting and things look much better.  Weekly watering will occur if needed. 
vi. 4 Gray Lane: White Oak has not been removed, because Duquesne light has failed to 

provide the invoice to prepay for covering the wires prior to work.  Their policy 
requires that we pay up front for this service, but they have not been very 
cooperative.  Borough Arborist was in touch with them most recently on 7/11/11.  

vii. Arborist Recommendations: 
1. Beaver Street – some of the Galaxy Magnolias are infested with Magnolia 

scale and need to be treated. One at 819 Beaver will just have to be removed.   
2. Some of the key large Oaks along the boulevard and in Park Place should be 

treated this fall for iron chlorosis.  Several of these trees are starting to show 
symptoms and treatment provides 3 years of protection from decline.  This 
condition leads to decline and eventually death if left untreated.   

b. The Commission approved the Arborist’s Report on motion of Kathy Brandt, seconded by 
Kelsey Rhea with a vote of 5-0.   

c. Proposed Zoning Ordinances (list of permitted street tree varieties) 
i. Tree Commission will make additional suggestions and revisions on the proposed list 

by July 21.  All recommendations will be compiled by Jim Edson and reviewed by 
the Commission.  

ii. The Tree Commission will also make a recommendation of including language that 
allows them to carry out their charge as stated in the Tree Ordinance.   

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE  

The Summer 2011 Tree Tips from Bartlett Tree Experts arrived. 
 

VI. ADJORNMENT 
On motion of Erika Zeranski, seconded by Kathy Brandt, the Tree Commission adjourned at 7:50 
p.m. with a vote of 5-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kelsey L. Rhea 
Tree Commission Secretary 
Kelsey.Rhea@yahoo.com 


